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Iwo Jima
13 March 1945,

The following is en exact copy taken from an unidentified Jepanese soldier's diary
beginning with D-dsy, 19 February 1945:

February 19th Enemy tanks finslly lended. From now on I live on to fight. I
have no hopeof surviving. I shall leadmy squad until thelast moment. Ve will defend
our poslitions to déeath, This is goodbye. I am pra@ying for good luck for everybody.
Long live the fmperor!.

Februar 20th My comrades have fzllen one by one. I have been fortunate encugh
to remain alive, Under artillery and air protection the enemyhas landed and occupied
the No, 1 Airfield., Our infiltration units are waging a bPloody struggle. Not even
one friendly plene can be seen. Today we will bravely attempt to destroy enemy
tanks,

February 2lst After six deys of bloody combat the southern coast has been seizsd
and the No, 1 Alrfield isin the hands of the enemy, Our forces have been forced back,
These are sad deys. Our company will try to defend our defense perimeterto the death.
The enemy first made use of a heavy neval and bombardment and used tanks as the spear-
head of his advence. He hag already landed 15,000 men and 130 tanks. The courageous
ection of ourinfiltration units has prevented the enemy from advancing very far. 4h,
but thesemen are brave, They will give their all for -the Emperor in the defense of
this islend,
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Febfuary 22nd Last night sn infiltration unitleft our cave but unfortunately they
were unsuccessful. EThe enemy has 50 to 60 navel vessels nearby, firing continually,
His eirplenes skim the gpound. We have not seen one friendly plane,

February 23rd Today our special attack units sunk sbme enemy ships. Supported by
naval and aerial bombardment the enemy is graduelly over running our prepared positions.
It 1s sad to see one's comrades fall. Our brave men from KYBKU, fighting veliently,
have finally checked the enemy on the No, 1 Airfield.

February 2ith Day after dey we pit our flesh and our bullets against planes,

tanks, and naval gunfire. We're not afraidof the enemy's infentry but it is certainly
terrible that we do nothave even one ship or plane. People of Japan, send us airplanes.
If we had planes as the iAmericans znd British do, our task would be easy. Tomorrow is
our turn, We would enjoy fighting if the enemy were infantr¥ but we are fighting planes
tenks , and naval gms, + Tomorrow we'll atte 0 des the enemy tanks =t one bLlow,

No matter what peaplsrﬁay"_‘ﬁf"ﬁﬁﬁay-ls 2 question of pE ‘end planes, Build planes

as fast as you can, people of Japan, work vigorously.

February 26th 2000 hours. Today is my day. We will charge, shouting "Bong live
the Emperor." My friend today will lead six men in an infiltration attack cgainst the
enemy. I am writing this only 200 meters from the enemy positions,

February 27th Two of the six are dead. One is wounded. I am still unsharmed,
1600 tomorrow will be my last day. Peopleof Japan we need mede no excuses to you,
We have struszgled a8 hard as we could, dut unfortunztely we cenrot hold this island,




